| ‘am good and strong sud big—
" That b sl T have to say.

| Bond cddressed the Commis-. ]

Fﬂim ﬁﬁY)‘elts the Provmcial
Government refused to admit afy

Md!(cﬁm ‘McBride - Commission’s
ng OFf 33,000 acres from Indian

. Bands involved. Finally, after heavy
i;;;‘fathe NDP Provincial - Government.

;ovemment are continuing. Twenty-
 three’ are involved in: all:
' Akuadrit Beecher Bay, Chemai-
'+ nug;’ Clinton,” Kincolith, xitwanu,
- Lower Kooténay, ‘Metlakatla, Nawi-
- tti, Nazko, Quatsino, Seton Lake,
- Sheshaht, Songhees, Squamish, Up-
. per Bin m«sen and Watbank

" SQUAMISH BAND' cx.osz 'ro
mm to sati:factory setuemem, it

Vaneowm Chief  Philip - Joe is
positive that their land  will be
teturned back to his people in the very

T HE CUT-OFF LANDS

"SAM PIERRE of the Okanagan |
g . THESTORY SOFAR

doubt about the justice of the. -

Landswhhout the consent ‘of the
f‘rpressurefromlndianleaderﬂnlws '

" promised to return all the cut-off
. lands. Negotiations undeét the present

‘seems; {s the Squamish Band in North

nea_r future. In 1913 the land in"

qmﬁm ‘was Vﬂ“ﬁ at 3339.@.@
- 'Todity it lias been estimated as being
worth ovet ‘three and uhﬂf mﬂlioa :

mvm sys Chief Joe, “we
t the Jand, all 133 acres.” -

are not that mmenhd over

e The story of the “Cut-Off Lands”
i ‘Just one part of the larger Land
- “Claims$ question. The Cut-off lands
1. ‘referto thosé pieces of land that have
i]. been chopped ‘away from the first
' reserves . that were set up, and

specifically to those cut off by the

- McKenna McBride = Commission.

..0ver the yers, these ﬁm reserves have

teducedtoaverynnallpmof,

‘their original size, Land Claims' dels

"with ‘the fact that, outside of the

“Treaty areas; we have never sutrend-
‘ered, given away or sold our title to
anv B C lands or resources

mmmvns

Reserve Trutch’s only concem was to :
make way for the white settlement of

" B.C. Our leaders protested. angrily

and war nearly broke out. Trutch’s

polidies also led to disputes with the

Federal Government

The Bederal Govemment. relponQ
sible for ‘‘Indians and lands merved

. fOr Indians” under the new B.N.A. N
. Act, disputed the Province’s allot-

ments for Indian reserves. “The main
issué was the amount of: land allow- -
able per family. Under the Federal
Treaties in’ the' Prairies, an Indian -
family was allottéd 160 acres. Becaise

most B.C. lndiansrehedsodeeplyon
- their fishing, our forefathers were .

concerned in protectinx all . their
fishing stations and full aboriginal
fishing rights. With this in mind, the

Federal Government proposed eighty. -
acres of land per family with fishing

rights. The Province proposed ten.
uter. they finally agreed on twelve '
acm per family ,

: Befme the 1850’3, our people B
shared the land and its resources. The
first reserves were set by :James

‘Douglas, the first Governer of B.C.,

Douglas made some ‘treaties but wheq '

‘he-ran out of money and blankets, he
continued to negotiate reserves, re-
‘cognizing Aboriginal Rights to the

land, and recognizing that Bands

could choose the size of their reserves.
They:were set up in the South Island,
Fraser Valley, Fraser: Canyon and
Thempwn River arus o

THE nnsr IRG!EN PRWISES

In llﬁi Joeeph Trutch : bemme
- B.C.’s Commissioner of Lands and
' Works.: He ‘broke the promises that’

Deualas made. He reduced the size of
the reserves already set up, refused.to

recoznize Our ‘Aboriginal Title to Jand .
~ or resources and would not allow.
Indians to- buy land outside. the ‘

Lfromwlng early devclopmt » Y,

‘INDIAN RESERVE COMMISSION - |

r-;hiqf Paul Klddak DM
cut-offs and testified about the
Gitzault Reserve: g
1*Tam putting before you. . :the’
of my land...of my
rvllhge’.lthlglutgﬂenmud;
trouble to us...there are too |
many white people trying to take
the land from me. They have
practically run all over the Indian
‘Reserve  notwithstanding  the
word of the government that mo
' white man shall come. Frop now
.onlwantthktomn Jwant
the reserve to cover the whole
‘waterfront.” i |
However the 202 acre reserve was
cut-off because the commission §
said that it was: ‘‘conveniently |
situated -near mining: properties
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_ policies forced the two Governments
" to form the Indian Reserv

Vg Cemmiw
sionist 1873. 1t3 job-was t0 review tﬁ
"size of ‘l’rutch's resemd ¢s and set up
“reserves in areas that none. Over.
35 years it allottgd, or. “re-alllotted”’
mostofthereservesinBC Some-
titnes it made them smalkr .b)‘z*
re-surveys;. soinetlmes the Provifice
refuséd to approve reserves and in
other cases, the reserves were. set up’
. without any propét consultation with
the Bands. Continued protests by

- Bands, the Prqvinee’s atmnpts to get

lnditn lmd ind the contmued
argument over control gn&’ manage-
metit of the reserves, ended the work
- of the Reserve Commission in 1910.
All during this tinie. Indian reser-
v& weére also beins reduéed becatise

- of tii¢ DIA land policies: land sales, .

rights-of-ways, re-surveys, churches-
and hlids taken for other’ “pubhc
. There has been little

clnhge in lhcse pohcies

THE ﬁCKEHNA-MCBlImE CUT

The McKenna-McBndg Cotmms-
sion was set up to finalize the In&mn
- land disputes. Undet the terms of the.
- Commission, any reduiction in land
was to be made only with the consent
of .the Indians  concerned.  The

~ Commission ahohad the power to.

_recommend additions to the Teserved
‘and also to cut off lands for ‘‘public
purposes.” From. 1913 to.1916, the
Commission travelled . throughout
B.C., hearing evidence from Chiefs,

- Band spokesmen, Indian Agents and o

leo white. businmm:n R

In 1919 bgfore the iloyal Commis- :
sion’s report became ‘official, it had

to be apptoved by both the ngeral
and - Provincial Govemmel;ts By

passing thé Federal Indian A{faxrs‘

Settlenmu Act and the Britisk

Columbia Indian Land Settlement'

Act, the governments took . the
mthority to ‘adopt the Co,mmiuion’
* réport and to miike ail the chahges-
tlntwere recommended. The ternuo;
uncwmn

" of the. day, ¢

Yo .man af Title. .
| r;—ma: ‘was that, the. -issue qf"

‘ u.:,w;om!ﬂbm;abémﬁ

1. imisston: mde. four: wnmm total-

' m ai' :

T ;;fw@ the MeKenns MeBride
ission ‘tlpeh,Sqmidl PGGPJC

grounds apd other rajlway_purposes, |
The UBCIC started the struggle for
_thcretumbfthgl;ndscm-offbyﬂn :
MoKenina-McBride - Commission. ]
Then the Rands involved formed their
indiv:dual _eommittees. to . continue]
their batles... Most were confident]
that. the. land would’ evgnmny bel

 returned. But it was always dependent] !

on the good will of the. goverimentg]%
pecially the Provincial
Government.. Even though the lands
were taken awgy in an nnju;t way, it}
was still ““legal’’. A just settiement of|
‘the McKenna-McBride cut-off lands}

will be.an important step towards.thel

recognition of our pngiginql tim

~landntleinBC B &

AR

(A number»oﬁbam rmaed sed ‘1a |
deal with the McKenna-McBride
. Commission. because .it had -no
F authority to deal with tlie quea-.

. The posman taktn 'by

- Indian Title should be-dealt with

‘| first, then questions .of the Size

and location 'of . Indign_Reserves
camld.be settled. Chief Jaseph af..

-_Port Simpson Band said;. : -

- *'We are sorry that: we Mﬁ

| question with the Commisalon |
,L.munm:mm power-to |

deal with the. lnrger:land. qaness .
| tion, but.seeing that they are not |
+ empowered to do so, it would be |

useless: . .to say more.” - :
" As with:other Bands Port SMP- 1:
.. sori-gave NO: mwr 10 cut-offs,”
. yetthe McKénnw Com: .

ling over 11,000 acres,




